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PETER'S PROTEST
Peter’s words to Jesus were loud and vio
lent when “he took him, and began to rebuke
him.” He was angry with the Master and he
expressed it in no uncertain terms.
The disagreement arose when Jesus began
to tell the disciples that He must go to Jeru
salem, that He must suffer, that He must go
to the Cross and be raised again the third
day.
Something much more significant than a
clash of personalities took place that day.
Jesus put the problem in focus when He said,
“. . . thou savourest not the things that be of
God, but those that be of men” (Matthew
16:23). Here is the eternal conflict—“the
things that be of God” and “the things that
be of men.”
No doubt Peter’s words were spoken out of
affection for our Lord, but it was shortsighted
affection. And right here is one of the in
adequacies of living for “the things ... of
men” instead of for “the things ... of God.”
Such a way of life is too nearsighted. It
thinks only of the immediate and forgets the
long range issues of eternity. A spiritual man
feels the pull of the unseen, the eternal. But
the unspiritual man thinks only of the present
and the immediate. Suffering, crosses, and
death had no appeal for Peter at this point.
Peter could not bring himself to believe
victory could be attained through death and
suffering. He was talking like a man. He
had not caught God’s viewpoint. He was
willing to stake his view of the way things
should be done against God’s view. History
reveals the inadequacy of “the things that be

of men.” Jesus knew there was no cure for
men’s deep need without the Cross. He knew
that future victory and triumph could come
cnly through the processes of suffering and
pain. Peter’s protest revealed an inner re
sistance to God’s will and way.
Self-centeredness was the big problem in
Peter’s life. In his self-centeredness, every
thing was out of adjustment. Self, not Christ,
was dictating the policy by which he lived.
He was trying to find an easier, less painful
way. Self always challenges, opposes, and
resists God’s way. Spiritual power, spiritual
vision, and spiritual usefulness are impos
sible unless self is dethroned.

But Pentecost changed the picture for
Peter, as it does for everyone! The “must”
that Jesus felt came to be the inner, driving
imperative of Peter’s life. The way of the
Cross was no longer a stumbling block but
a glorious way of life. God’s way became his
way until, like the Psalmist, he could say,
“I delight to do thy will, O my God.” Suffer
ing, misunderstanding, and even death were
joyfully endured just to have Heaven’s smile
and Christ’s presence.

The carnal mind still protests God’s will.
It resists and draws away from “the things
. . . of God.” It rejects the complete sway of
the Spirit and seeks to keep self as the monarch of the soul. But the protests can be
silenced by complete surrender! Instead of
self, Christ can be enthroned! Protest can
be turned into praise as we lose ourselves in
the wonder of His grace.
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hristianity” is not an alternative to religion,
for it represents only one among many
religious systems. But Christian faith
does proclaim a personal relationship with the
supreme Being of the universe, where other reli
gions fall short. That relationship seems incredi
ble to the average man who is both modern and
religious.
Modern man, born in or married into a reli
gious environment, recognizes himself to be the
result of social chance. He expresses no desire

C

to change the situation, but neither does he see
any need to accept it. He just allows what is
religiously conventional to continue with or with
out his personal involvement.
Such a person may be a church member in
good standing without being any different from
what he would have been had he never joined the
church. In fact, he often advocates social condi
tions which are in complete opposition to bibli
cal principles of morality. The desire for social
reform often stems from a religious concern. But
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Hot Springs National Park, Ark.
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one can be religiously motivated without being
God-oriented.
Religion, per se, is of little concern to modern
man. Its moss-grown traditions make little dif
ference in the way man lives and have little to do
with the problems inherent to his secular strug
gles. A religion that makes no requirements, ex
presses no relevancy, and acts retarded will gain
no response today.
Some liturgical and ecclesiastical changes have
brought religion and the Church into the news.
But even radical change does not mean that re
ligion will be any less mild or any more chal
lenging. It could only magnify its mildness, pro
ducing increased human misery.
A religion “of the flesh” ultimately subscribes
to a scheme of “self-salvation,” which fails be
cause man lacks moral competency. It only pro
duces more misery. A salvation in man’s misery
amounts to the same as no salvation at all.
No wonder St. Paul and the average man today
think of such religion as “waste”! Paul counted
“all”—his sacred rites, his spiritual record, his
specific race, his personal righteousness—as “loss”
to obtain the knowledge of Jesus Christ. That
knowledge to him was of much more value than
“mere religion,” which brought only death to the
human spirit rather than life.
The Christian alternative to religion is the affir
mation of reality through a personal knowledge
of Jesus Christ (cf. Philippians 3:1-11). Man’s
construction of religious systems, whether Phari
saic legalism or archaic formalism, falls short of
spiritual reality. Therefore it falls into ruin, for
reality always wins out in the long run.
The Christian experiences reality in a particu
lar kind of life. United with Christ, he discovers
the reality of an inner dynamic, a divine fellow
ship in suffering, and a well-founded hope to
share Christ’s victory in resurrection.
The Christian alternative to a religious system
is a personal knowledge of a risen Saviour. The
live option to some bizarre religious concept is
absorbing the eternal Christ.
Only through Christ—God’s unique self-dis
closure—can we experience an undying hope.
Such hope is the conscious or unconscious cry of
all men and springs from the abundant life which
only Christ can give.
O

had its beginning back in Sep
tember, 1965, when a young lady came
to Illinois State University to begin her
junior year. She told us how she had fol
lowed the crowd, taking a drink now and
then, smoking more than half a pack of cig
arettes a day, think
ing she was hav
ing a good time. But
through it all, she
said, she felt such an
“emptiness” in her
heart.
A friend invited
her to a musical con
cert in our church,
As they arrived they found the sanctuary
filled and an usher escorted them to the
balcony. Listening to the words of the songs
of the quartet, something began to “stir
inside me,” our visitor later reported. “God
spoke to me in the balcony that night.” She
left the service with conviction gripping
her soul.
The friend asked her to go to Sunday
school. With reluctance she accepted the
invitation.
Two weeks later, on the second night of a
revival campaign, I watched this young co
ed step into the aisle and make her way to
the altar, where she accepted Christ for the
first time in her life. Her testimony to me
later was, “What a feeling I had as I left
the service that night, knowing for the first
time that all my sins were taken away!”
A few weeks later in a Saturday evening
prayer meeting she was sanctified. Just a
few days ago she gave us her testimony say
ing, “Oh, what peace and security I pos
sessed when I left that prayer meeting and
I have been walking in the light of God
ever since!”
This university student is now teaching in
a public school, working in the Church of.
the Nazarene, and still talking of the night
that God spoke to her in the balcony of the
Church of the Nazarene.
his story

God Spoke
To Me in
The Balcony

• By

E. Keith Bottles
Bartlesville, Okla.
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• By A. E. Airhart
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

Free in All, and Free for All
ery New Testament Chris
tian knows something of the
meaning of Philip Dod
dridge’s hymn:
Grace! ’tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall re
sound,
And all the earth shall hear.
John Wesley summed it up in
saying that the “grace or love of
God, whence cometh our salvation,
is free in all, and free for all.” An
other, in speaking of the economy
of salvation, has correctly said:
“All is of grace, and grace is for
all.”
The grace of God is the supreme
benediction. It sums up in a word
every blessing and every good
thing.
The grace of God is His pouredout mercy, love, power, and pro
vision, all on behalf of men. This
sheer generosity on God’s part is
quite inexpressible.
The Bible speaks of grace as
“sufficient,” as “abounding,” as
well as of “the exceeding riches of
his grace.”
It is in terms of grace that a
Christian accounts for all that he
knows of God, all that he has re
ceived from God, all that he is
able to do for God, and all that
he hopes for in God. “By the grace
of God I am what I am,” says
Paul, and adds, speaking of his

E

abundant labors, “yet not I, but
the grace of God which was with
me.”
Grace has its opposites. They
are: merit, reward, legal obliga
tion, debt. Grace speaks of bless
ings bestowed, never earned; freely
given, never deserved, never paid
out as reward for human effort.
The whole scope of salvation in
both its crises and its processes
(conviction, penitence, faith, for
giveness, entire sanctification) is
all of grace. This is because “where
sin abounded, grace did much more
abound.”
It is important to remember that,
since salvation is of grace, there
simply cannot be
some trust in
Christ coupled
with some reliance
on self or on per
sonal achievement.
Grace needs no
supplement of hu
man effort to find
peace and assur
ance in Christ.
Nevertheless, it is no biblical
concept of grace that makes void
human, personal responsibility, or
that makes the call to repentance,
obedience, and full consecration an
empty, automatic thing. The call is
of grace, and the ability to respond
to the call is of grace; but the re
sponse, being a moral matter, is

ours. This response is faith, the
opposite of all self-righteous selfreliance. And where there is faith
there are also love to God and
obedience.
But fundamentally divine grace
is the offer of God to impart him
self to men on condition of their
response of faith. Thus, our rela
tionship to God through the Holy
Spirit is as full and as satisfying
as our response of faith makes pos
sible.
The key to the crisis entrance
into the life of holiness as well as
to progress therein is the appropri
ation of Christ’s offer of himself
in personal experience. Holiness of
heart is not a “thing” obtained, but
a dynamic relationship with God
graciously sustained. Where Christ
dwells—where the Holy Spirit lives
—in fullness, there love and good
works abound, and there sin is
banished.
Because we have no goodness of
our own or in ourselves, Christ be
comes our “righteousness.” But this
righteousness is ’no seeming, no
make-believe; the relationship to
Christ is real, and the righteous
ness which He imparts is true.
Grace all the work shall crown
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost
stone,
And well deserves our
praise.
□
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We have learned in our generation to live with the unusual and fantash
not change the old, old story of the trustworthiness of our God.

A Firm Foundai
he service in the nursing
home chapel had concluded
and I had gone upstairs to
visit a patient. Walking down the
corridor after my visit, I heard the
sound of singing. As I waited for
the elevator, I heard a highpitched, quavering voice sing
.
upheld by My gracious, omnipo
tent hand.”

T

One of God’s people shut in a
little room nearby refused to be
shut out. Making her room a chap
el, she was conducting her own
worship service and singing “How
Firm a Foundation.”
Upheld! This was the testimony
of one who had found the grace of
God to be sufficient. This was a
faith that refused to die and a con
fidence that refused to quit.

Lonely hearts," burdened and
fearful hearts, may also find this
strength and power. The problems
and crises of life are never greater
than His grace. No matter how
confining the life, how limited the
opportunity, or how difficult the
circumstances, His grace is suffi
cient.
To be shut in is not to be shut
out. As frustrating as the circum
stances of life may be, the grace of
God is still available to carry us

through. His grace makes our
weakness strong and turns .our
fearfulness to faith. He is a very
present Help, a timely Help, in
days of trouble. To reach out to
Him is to touch Him, and to touch
Him is to experience His grace
and power.

The Christian has not been
promised a smooth path always.
Life is real, and not always easy.
The lovely rose is held up by a
stem that has thorns. We enjoy
the sight and scent of the flower
while being mindful of the thorns.
The blue sky may be covered at
times by storm clouds illuminated
by jagged lightning but we know
that the storm will pass. Life is
like that.
When we make a complete sur
render to the will of God, we are
not given an itemized list of ad
versities and adventures that this
surrender entails. It is enough to
know that His grace is sufficient.
Whether it be fiery trial, dis
couragement, or direct attack by
the devil, the Lord has promised
not to forsake us.
A life built on the conception
that material and temporal bless
ings measure the depth of spirit
uality cannot know the deep joy
this secret brings. Material things

so easily slip through our finger
life’s variables change our tempon
state so often and so quickly. Man
have seen all they have held de;
swept away with one fell swoop;
crisis and calamity.
How to live without recriminstion and bitterness, how to mail
tain a degree of joy, is the impor
tant consideration. Only those wk
trust fully in the Savior, buildir
their lives on the spiritual found
tion of sincere faith, are able
do so.
This is not to say that discou
agement will not come, and tem;
tation to despair will not beset tl
roadway of Christian experien»
It is to say that it is possible)
see the rainbow of the promise I
God through our tears.
The only answer to many i
aching heart is Christ. His w
leads out of the maze of bewilde
ment. His arm upholds the wet
His strength aids the stumble
Faith in Him lifts the falling. I1
is the Answer to man’s three grs
questions: life, death, and imm»
tality.
“He knows” is the answer to $
lonely. “He cares” is the aiM
to the lost and forgotten,
understands” is the answer to s
tense and frustrated. “He loves!
the answer to the unloved and J

• By Esther Lunsford
Bourbonnais, III.

However, the new does

Blessed Are They
Which Hunger

ion
• By John W. May
Newport, Ky.

' lovely. “He is all-powerful” is the
I answer to the importunate pray-er.

Such a foundation will not alter
with the changing times. No mat
ter what science brings within the
realm of accomplishment, no mat. ter what space exploration might
achieve, nothing can move or. shake
the faith of those who trust fully
in Him.
!

“
"

!!

I

i

We have learned in our genera
tion to live with the unusual and
fantastic. However, the new does
not change the old, old story of the
trustworthiness of our God. Scientists can only set in motion princi
ples already present; they can only
use materials already created. The
space explorers can only discover
galaxies or planets already there.
God has not abdicated the throne.
He is still the Creator and Keeper
of the universe, and of His children.
The crises of life may come in
on us like a flood, but deep waters
make deep Christians. Those who
are anchored in Jesus will find
strength for this also. Weak and in
dismay, we may lean on His up
holding hand. Buffeted, torn, shut
in, whatever the emergency might
be, we are able to sing, “How firm
a foundation”—in the choir, in the
congregation, or in the confines of
a little room.
□

saw a young man blessed and heard him testify in a recent
prayer meeting. He said that often, upon hearing his
pastor preach, his soul was so thrilled and filled from the
_ Inspiration of the hour that, at that present moment, he felt
he was filled to overflowing and would never need another
time of “filling.” But within a short time he would be hungry
again, and the evening prayer meeting or the Sunday service
would again be just the thing to satisfy the yearning of his
soul.
What a wonderful compliment to a pastor! A minister
who can be so used of God that the Holy Spirit can work
unrestrainedly through him to bless a hungry congregation,
yet at the same time create such a hunger for more of the
manna from heaven!
A pastor and congregation such as this must surely be a
combination that thrills the very heart of God.
It pleases God that we hunger and thirst after righteous
ness. Such hunger denotes a healthy Christian. The Bible
tells us that man was never meant to live by bread alone. A
Christian who seldom hungers for a fresh anointing of the
Holy Spirit shows definite signs of malnutrition of the soul.
Being hungry for the Word is normal. It is lack of hunger
that should cause alarm. A person who loses his physical
appetite cannot remain long without showing definite symp
toms of his need of a physician who can attend to the physical
needs of the body. Waiting too long is dangerous.
So it is with the spiritual; we dare not wait till we reach
the starvation point. Life is too fragile. We must come to be
filled when we are hungry.
It was Christ himself who reminded us: “Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: ” and with this
reminder gave us the wonderful promise, “for they shall be
filled” (Matthew 5:6).
□
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• By C. Neil Strait
Uniontown, Ohio

A Man-made Man Won't Work
wo boys were playing with
clay. The youngest, exercis
ing his imagination, said:
“I’m going to make a man.” His
older brother retorted: “You can’t
make a man. Only God can make
a man.”
The young chap tried again—
“I’m going to make a man-made
man.” To this his big brother re
plied: “All right, but it won’t
work!”
Two truths clashed here: one,
man has tried to make himself;
and, two, man-made man has not
worked!
It is strange indeed that man,
who has come of age in so many
fields, is still in kindergarten
spiritually! While he has advanced
mentally, he has regressed spiritu
ally! While he has grown in
knowledge, he has shrivelled in his
goodness.
Someone has observed that “we
have learned to fly through the
air faster than the birds; swim un
der the sea deeper and farther than
the fish; we can travel in space
with greater freedom than the
moon.” The same author also said:
“We now desperately need power
to walk on the earth like a man.”
The desperate spiritual lack per
vading our society is due in no
small way to man’s selfishness. He
has rebelled at God’s authority,
saying—in essence—Leave it to
me! He has revolted against moral
law, saying he is capable of re
making a new and a better order.
But man has found, to his dis-

T
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may, that what he has made has
not worked!.
The objects of worship with
which man has replaced God have
not met his deep need. They have
only intensified the search. It is a
reminder of Augustine, who cau
tioned that man is restless, until
he finds God!
The system of ethics which man
has devised has increased the guilt
and transgression now preying
upon human hearts. Man’s “new
morality” has not solved his prob
lem. Indeed, it has only added to
the frustrations!
The attempts by men to find
meaning apart from God have only

created for man a bigger problem;
they have made his lostness more
apparent.
Man needs to surrender the clay
with which he is working—his life
—to the capable Creator, God. Man
needs to acknowledge that only
God can create a man as he needs
to be created.
Walter Keys, while a student at
Tuskegee Institute, was sent one
day to tidy up George Washington
Carver’s room. As he was on his
way out the door with a box of
clay soil, Mr. Carver stopped him
and questioned why he was throw
ing it out. “But you’ve already
tested this batch. What good is it?”
“Look at it, boy!” Carver replied.
“What do you see?”
To this young Keys answered,
“Dirt, just plain dirt.”
“But what about the colors?”
Carver asked. “Have you ever
seen such brilliant reds and yel
lows anywhere else? If a man
could only extract those colors from
the soil!”
And this is the hope of God for
every life, that its potential might
be realized. That man, instead of
trying to make himself, will allow
the Master Architect to build the
life that will work and that will
have meaning.
The young chap was right, a
man-made man won’t work. God
has destined that only a Godmade man shall walk with meaning
upon the face of the earth. Indeed,
it is a bit strange that man should
try it some other way.
□
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The AUTHOR: Rev. Ian Thomson was
born at Canton (China) in 1912 and
lived in China for 10 years. He is
the author of "The Rise of Modern
Asia." At present he is engaged in
further research and is based at Selly
Oak Colleges, Birmingham, England.
This article is based on a visit he
made to China, where he spent three
weeks in Peking, Shanghai, Tsinan,
Harbin, and Hangchow. He traveled
2,500 miles by train, air, and bus
inside China and was able to meet
people in the countryside as well as
in major cities. His journey was fi
nanced by himself. Ian Thomson is a
member of the Anglican communion.

• Pratas

South China Sea

ristianity in Red Ch ina
(The
August 8, 1966, marks a deI ** cisive stage, at the official
level, in the attitude of “new”
China to the subject of religion.
On that day was adopted the
“Decision of the Central Com
mittee of the Chinese Commu
nist Party concerning the Great
। Proletarian Cultural R e v o 1 ution,” the “Sixteen Points” of
। which are the charter, so to
speak, of the present revolution
in China. The policy, strategy,
and momentum of the ideologi
cal upsurge that engulfs China
' today need to be understood in
the light of the contents of this
document. Its principles and
ideas are already the lifeblood of
many millions of young Chinese,
and the “Quotations of Chairman
Mao” are the textual extracts
that vindicate and vitalize the
policies unfolded in the “Sixteen
Points.”
Visitors to China before the
summer of 1966 may have ex

first of two parts)

perienced the tremors of “social
ist reconstruction,” but not the
earthquake of the great prole
tarian revolution. When a quar
ter of the world’s human popula
tion is so caught up, it is folly
not to try to grasp the signifi
cance of what is happening—
both for good and for under
standing.
Secret Worship?

spread as an integral part of the
life of the nation.
Institutionally this is so no
longer. Christianity, along with
all other religious philosophies
and faiths, is being ridiculed, suff o c a t e d, and driven under
ground. This is not to say that
there may not be many thou
sands, even hundreds of thou
sands, who remain believers and
worshippers in the secret of their
own hearts, but the survival
value of traditional Christianity
is rooted invisibly in the mind
and spirit of Christians indi
vidually and in private fellow
ship together. The witness is no
longer in public worship and
outward observance. Catacombs
do not have to be places; they
can be a state of mind.

It has been reliably estimated
that a few decades ago China
had a total Christian population
approaching 6 million. The
church was rapidly establishing
itself, was indigenous, with its
own leadership, seminaries, lit
erature, organization, zeal, and
following. At its fourth serious
attempt in history it seemed at
Meeting Challenge
last that the gospel of Christ had
The third paragraph of the
been accepted by a sufficient
corpus of the people of China to opening section of the “Decision”
(Continued on page 14)
ensure its continuance and
MARCH 13, 1968
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The Revival We Need
The word revival is a big term. It is widely and
variously used. But it has special meaning for
Christians whose vision includes the redemption
of a lost world.
Revival is more than a protracted meeting or
an evangelistic campaign. It touches every area
of the church’s life and work. As the word itself
implies, revival is the infusion of new life and
spirit into those who already know the Lord.
Thus, as has often been said, there is a differ
ence between revival and evangelism. Evangelism
is the proclamation of the saving gospel to a lost
world. Revival is the motive and power that
leads to evangelism.
There can be evangelism without revival. Per
haps this is the major weakness of our day. We
are content with periodic evangelistic meetings
which all too many times are geared to the needs
of people who are not present.
However, there cannot be revival in any true
sense of the term without evangelism. When the
fires of concern and compassion for the lost are
rekindled, and new life from above brings a
greater sense of reality to Christian hearts, then
evangelism—both personal and public—follows as
the day follows the rising of the sun.
This does not mean that evangelism, regular
and consistent, should not be attempted. The very
failures that attend evangelism without revival
may witness to the need for revival more elo
quently than any words ever could do. Half
empty churches and Christians disinterested in
soul winning give striking evidence of the need for
revival.
But what is the revival we need? How can we
make our evangelism effective? What will it take
to turn the tide in human affairs from ever in
creasing secularism to a sense of the reality of
God?

FIRST, WE NEED A REVIVAL of the biblical
concept of the Church. All of us—denomination
and sect alike—have tended to substitute human
traditions for the divine truth about the purpose
and mission of God’s people in this world.
This is seen in the very confusion that pervades
current discussions of the Church. The extremes
that would identify the Church with the world on
the one hand and isolate the Church from the
world on the other hand are both wrong and both
10
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defeat the purposes of Christ in His redemptive
outreach for the lost.
At whatever points we might be disposed to
disagree with William Barclay, few have said it
better than he with regard to the function of the
Church in the world:
“The Church is a divine institution placed fair
ly and squarely in the middle of the human situa
tion. Although it is in the world, and although its
work lies within the world, it is nevertheless not
of the world. While it gathers men into its arms,
it always points beyond itself. The Church is in
the world precisely to stop men becoming worldly.
For a Church to conform to the world and thus
to lose its quality of difference, is for a Church to
lose that very quality which makes it a Church.”
If the Church is to be what the New Testa
ment says it is, the body of Christ, then it must
follow the example of its Lord. It must maintain
always the tension exemplified in the statements
about Jesus that He was
. holy, harmless, un
defiled, separate from sinners . . .” (Hebrews
7:26) in His high-priestly role; and at the same
time “a friend of publicans and sinners” bitterly
criticized by the Pharisees because He received
and ate with sinners.
We hate to admit it, but sometimes we have
appeared to seem more like the Pharisees than
like Jesus. It has been too easy for us to gather
our robes about us and avoid the very needs we
are put in the world to meet.
The controversial Kierkegaard described the
self-centeredness of Christians in his day: “Their
solution is: if only we may keep our faith to our
selves, the world can take care of itself. Merciful
God, and that is supposed to be Christianity! That
is the power which once broke upon the world and
through readiness to suffer forced Christianity on
the world, compelled it more forcefully than any
tyrant!” And this attitude of indifference to the
needs of the world and this reluctance to suffer
for its redemption, Kierkegaard rightly calls “the
effect of sheer worldliness.”
SECOND, WE NEED A REVIVAL of love for
people—all kinds of people, high and low, rich
and poor, black and white, educated and ignorant,
refined and rude. We need to see again the worth
of a single soul.
Someone has told the story of what he calls “the
fourth temptation.” It is related to the three
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| temptations of Jesus in the wilderness, but did
not occur until the Saviour hung on the Cross. At
the moment of Christ’s greatest suffering, the
devil came again and whispered in His ear, “They
aren’t worth it, Lord.” It was then, the story goes,
that Jesus cried out, “Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do.”
When we turn in quick disgust and half con
tempt from people made unlovely by their sin, we
have at least for the moment forgotten the One
who hung on the middle cross. That Cross is a
perpetual reminder that God felt people are
“worth it.”
Without stooping to pure self-interest, there is
a sense in which our own salvation depends on
the salvation of others. In effect, God says to
each of us what Joseph said to his brothers, “You
shall not see my face, unless your brother is with
you.”

And love is the only bridge across the chasm
to human need. Love is the only element that
insures good contact with others. And we need
to remember, as Donald McGavran has so aptly
said, that Christianity, like electricity, is best com
municated where there is good contact.
THIRD, WE NEED A REVIVAL of prevailing
prayer. It must be prayer that will ask, as the
sixteenth-century mystic put it, not what we wish
of God, but what God wishes of us.
Prayer that prevails must start with honest con
fession. This is a touchy subject with some of us,
but if we are to be true Bible Christians we can
not evade it.
We should not for a moment give place to de
liberate and conscious sin. But what about
prayerlessness, lovelessness, indifference, com
placency, smugness, Pharisaical pride that we are
not as other men are, barrenness not only in soul
winning but lack of real interest in it?
Perhaps if we saw things as God sees them we
would not cringe in applying the great promise
of II Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, which are
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked, ways; then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”
Charles Malik may help us see ourselves better
than we want to when he describes many Chris
tians in our day as “the flabby and fat, the soft
and adjusted, the decadent and satisfied, those
who always choose the line of least resistance,
those who avoid every suffering, every struggle,
every hardship, every effort, always, to be sure,
with the most perfect rationalization, those who
have never been crucified, and crucified indeed
for the sake of Christ, those who have not seen
the devil with his three hoofs and seven horns—

these know nothing of the depths of the spirit
and of the power of Christ.”
PREVAILING PRAYER WILL LEAD to the in
vestment of time and effort in soul winning. Vol
unteers for calling assignments will not be so
hard to get; doorbells will be rung along with
the church bells; and the whole church—not just
the clergy—will feel the weight of a lost world.
As James Crabtree has reminded us, “God does
not fill empty pews. That’s our job. God fills
empty persons.” When we get on with our job, the
Lord can better do His.
When we care, we will find a way. We will
strive to be both close to God and close to people.
The late Sam Shoemaker put it concisely: “Some
Christians are close to God but remote from peo
ple. Some are close to people but remote from
God. Some are close to neither: and some are
close to both. Of these last come the real ‘fishers
of men.’ ”
There may be other conditions for and char
acteristics of the revival we need. If there are,
the Holy Spirit will show them to us. Our area
of concern is that the revival we need shall be
come the revival we have.
□

"Bowl of Pottage...
Glass of Wine"
How can a man contradict his conscience
Or fill his hunger at the pottage bowl?
How can he barter away his birthright . . .
And pour the wines of Egypt on his soul?

Could it be it is the times we live in
When the vulgar flesh-gods have lured us
down . . .
And we are the modern Esaus . . . sold out,
Standing naked without cloth or crown?
Strange are the bargains men make with
Satan,
But stranger still is the cheap recompense
That they receive in the years that follow . . .
Staining the altars of their common sense.

Perhaps we are the ones . . . disenchanted,
Plowing the sacred dreams beneath our
feet . . .
Hanging our hopes on the Devil’s false
hoods,
Saying: “God is dead . . . and no judg
ment seat.”
• By Charles Hastings Smith
Bartlesville,
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NORMAN LOCKE, 18-year-old Flint, Mich., Sunday school enthusiast, and the product of his Saturday's work.

Special Report: YOUTH

Michigan Teen-ager Lures Children to Church
Sunday morning between 60
and 70 children, ranging in age
from four to 15, climb down from
bus at Flint (Mich.) First Church.
They are children whose families
do not belong to the church—and, in
many cases, are from families who do
not care if they go to any church.
But a teen-ager in the church does
care and he is principally responsible
for seeing that they get there.
He is 18-year-old Norman W. Locke,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Forest Locke,
who has attended the church all his
life.
He cares enough that he spends
most of Saturday and other hours in
the week making door-to-door calls
issuing invitations and visiting—either
on the telephone or in person—the
ach
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homes of children already coming, where I can’t and where the Sunday
urging them to keep coming.
school teachers can’t.”
a He is too young to drive the bus
When the children began coming,
(the state requires bus drivers to be not all Sunday school teachers were |
21) but he rides on the bus each Sun pleased, Norman said. Because some i
day morning, keeping attendance rec parents did not get up to get the I
ords, talking with the youngsters, giv children ready, the children came as1
ing them treats when they get off the they were—and some were dirty. Now
bus, and keeping order.
Norman hands out soap with Mickey I
Then he teaches a Sunday school Mouse and Donald Duck on the bars
class of nine-year-old boys. After and the children are using it.
church, he rides home with the
For his efforts he received the Sun-1
youngsters.
When he finds families that need day school award of the year from
clothing or food, he delivers some the Eastern Michigan District at its
from church contributions. He re annual Sunday school convention last
cords church services and plays them year.
It all began about three years ago I
back to families that want to hear
when Norman looked around the area I
them.
The pastor, Rev. Donald Freese, where he lives and saw the children I
says, “He can reach the children who didn’t attend Sunday school. He I

began asking them to attend—but
there was no bus transportation, so
he asked the church to provide some.
The church rented a tiny bus and
carried eight children to Sunday
school.
As more children began to come,
Norman and others began looking for
a bus the church could buy—and
, found a 1951 model, 49-passenger bus
' which it bought for $100. Norman,
another teen-ager, and some of the
children sanded and repainted the
bus, but some operating problems
were encountered. One day, for in
stance, its motor quit two blocks from
the church, but it was on a hill, so
coasted down to the church.
The church bought a new bus last
' fall, one which will carry 67 pas
sengers, and many Sundays it is full.
The route the bus covers now extends
throughout the East Side.
For a time the church also ran a
bus to the West Side, with Shari
. Merrit, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mer
rill Kidder, and another teen-ager
who attends First Church, as “bus
pastors.” This has been stopped, how
ever, for lack of a good bus—and boys
and girls on the East Side bus are
saving their pennies and nickels for
the purchase of one.
S After the children attend 10 Sun
days, Norman gives them a copy of
I the New Testament.
“Several have accepted Christ and
have changed their behavior,” he said.
He tries to emphasize fun in going
to church.
“You’ve got to offer the kids fun
as well as work,” he said. “Any kid
can stay home and watch TV. Kids
are active and you can’t slow them
down.”
I This is why there are more parties
for the bus children than for most
i in the Sunday school.
“Many kids are coming, not to
। learn, but for fun. At first they come
for fun but later because they love
■ the Lord.”
Despite his busy schedule at the
church, Norman believes his future
may include social work but not the
ministry. “I don’t feel called to be in
the pulpit but I do feel called to work
with children and show their parents
that being Christian is the best way.”
—Adapted from the Flint
(Mich.) Journal
□

"H'aik about Zion, and go round
' about her; tell the towers thereof.
Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider
her palaces; that ye may tell it to
the generation following. For this
God is our God for ever and ever:
he will be our guide even unto
death” (Psalms 48:12-14).

GROWTH CONTINUES IN
CHURCH EXTENSION LOAN FUNDS
Last year, 52 churches received $729,266 in Church Ex
tension loans for building purposes. In each case, this was a loan
that cotdd not be secured locally. Many of the loans were for
young churches or home mission churches without the resources
or credit standing required by lending agencies.
What a blessing the Church Extension loan funds have
been to our churches and districts during the past 21 years!
According to Dr. Orville W. Jenkins, executive secretary of the
Division of Church Extension and the Department of Home
Missions, over $7.9 million has been loaned to 688 churches
during these years, and without a single loss.
Most of the loans are from the General Church Loan Fund.
All Nazarenes may have a part in helping with church loans by
depositing their savings in this fund. The financial statement
printed below was presented to the General Board at the annual
meeting in January, showing total loan funds of $3,574,659 and
savings deposits of over $1,900,000. Applications from churches
for new loans totaling over $400,000 have been approved and
these churches are waiting until there is money in the fund to
make the loans. Your savings deposit now will help another
church receive its loan.
Interest is paid on savings at varying rates from 4 percent to
5 percent, depending on the amount, the type of savings, and
the term. Write today to Church Extension for complete infor
mation.

COMBINED CHURCH EXTENSION
BUILDING LOAN FUNDS
COMPARATIVE FINANCIAL STATEMENT
December 31,
1966

December 31,
1967

Assets

Cash
Cash in bank savings
GMAC notes
Amortized loans to churches
Short-term loans to churches

$ 182,285.83
35,972.45
96,500.00
2,489,903.26
524,613.23

$

$3,329,274.77

$3,574,659.06

$1,767,308.42
12,629.95
3,782.82
13,000.00

$1,919,565.21
12,819.53
857.73
14,000.00

$1,796,721.19

$1,947,242.47

$ 138,865.47
312,911.09
127,681.25

953,095.77

$ 170,017.99
315,055.53
132,681.25
2,470.95
1,007,190.87

$1,532,533.58

$1,627,416.59

84,138.81
37,373.87
125,000.00
2,795,097.18
533,049.20

Liabilities

Savings deposits, General Church
Loan Fund
Accrued interest held
Reserve for future interest
Current accrued interest, estimated

Net Assets

Reserve Trust Fund
Life Contracts
Pooled Investments
Annuity Contract
Other net assets

Increases During 1967

In total net assets and reserve
In total loans outstanding
In savings deposits on hand

$

94,863.01
313,629.89
152,256.79
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Another title now available in Braille!

JESUS THE WAY
A copy of this release in Braille has been sent to those whose

names are on file. Complimentary copies will be sent upon request to
others who would benefit from this service of your Publishing House.
HOLINESS EVANGEL, the Light of Life, (published bimonthly in

Braille) will also be sent without charge to those on our Braille
mailing list.
Other booklets still available: A CHRISTIAN: WHAT IT MEANS TO
BE ONE and CHRIST AND THE BIBLE.

Your Nazarene Publishing House
Box 527, Kansas City, Mo. 64141

u-_____ — ------------- —————— --------- ------

Christianity. . .
(Continued from page 9)

of August 8, 1966, reads as fol

lows:

“Although the bourgeoi
sie has been overthrown, it
is still trying to use the
old ideas, culture, customs
and habits of the exploiting
classes to corrupt the mas
ses, capture their minds and
endeavor to stage a come
back. The proletariat must
do the exact opposite: it
must meet head-on every
challenge of the bourgeoi
sie in the ideological field,
and use the new ideas, cul
ture, customs and habits of
the proletariat to change'
the mental outlook of the
whole of society.”
This may read like some innocuous generalization to a
Westerner, but to the Red
Guards and revolutionary rebels
of China in 1967 it is a declara
tion of purpose. Interpreted ide
ologically, it means that all trace
of thought and practice out of
line with Marxism-Leninism
and Chairman Mao must be
eliminated. This means, for the
Cultural Revolution, that any
thing that has not moved with
the political changes since 1949
is to be regarded as “old” ideas,
“old” culture, “old” customs, and
“old” habits.
Into these categories fall Con
fucianism, Buddhism, Christiani
ty, and Islam. Thus all temples,
14
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shrines, monasteries, and
churches suffer the same fate,
irrespective of their heritage,
beauty, contribution in the past,
or even the loyalty of their ad
herents to the national effort and
progress. As in Russia half a
century ago it is, among many
other things, an attempt to
obliterate religion.
A few illustrations may help.
In five major cities I have re
cently visited—Peking, Shang
hai, Tsinan, Harbin, and Hang
chow—I saw a number of
churches. Most were closed. One
or two were being used as
schools—as, for example, in Tsi
nan. In nearly every case they
looked as though they had been
locked for months, a deserted
look, yet untouched except for
“big character posters” on the
door or entrance.
Some looked in excellent con
dition, as though they could be
reopened tomorrow, though be
reft at the moment. Many still
stand as symbols of an age of
faith and fellowship that was.
Some have disappeared—as,
for example, one that stood in a
great square in Harbin until the
Cultural Revolution broke out.
It has been totally dismantled,
and where it stood is now a very
tall, square tower used to relay
news and propaganda from 6:30
a.m. till 11 p.m., just outside the
hotel. No need to set the alarm
here. The relay is utterly punc
tual at 6:30 a.m. with the song
“East Is Red” on the very spot

where one probably heard “Thy
Kingdom Come” or “Glorious
Things.”
Some Orthodox churches
stand conspicuously large, wellsited, and distinctive. Guides and
interpreters tended to be evasive
if one asked if they were open
and if one could attend. Some
times they said, “Yes, but only
for Chinese.” It proved impos
sible to get to church to wor
ship, as one expected.
Cemeteries and graves are
disappearing—even in the coun
tryside. One used to see them
on roadsides and hillsides. They
are now regarded as wasteful of
space, superfluous, and reflecting
untruth. Cremation is being en
couraged. Ashes can be kept in
urns at home, if so desired. Con
versation often gave one an easy
opening and I would ask: “Do
you believe in life after death?”
There was instant scorn every
time. “We are concerned with
life on earth. There is no after
life.”
Why do Chinese think as they
do? Mr. Thomson touches on
this and other questions in the
conclusion of the series next
week.
By permission of the Church
(London) and the author.

Times

The Book Corner
MORE THAN CONQUERORS
By Helen F. Temple. Kansas City,
Mo.: Nazarene Publishing House,
1967. 79 pages, paper, $1.00
Helen Temple is a graduate of
Eastern Nazarene College. She is a
full-time missionary writer. Her work
in the Other Sheep is well-known.
She has also produced many effective
missionary study books.
More than Conquerors is a book of
missionary stories from South Amer
ica. It makes missions more than a
geographical study. Its content moves j
inside the heart, where real mission
ary concern is born and nurtured.
The book tells of Nazarene mis
sions in Argentina, Bolivia, Guyana,
Ecuador, and Peru. The story comes
through in portrait form. It describes
flesh-and-blood people who find “the
answer” in Christ.—Jack W. Nash. □

LIBRARY
Olivet Nazarene Coll
KANKAKEE. ILL.

Letters

PRO )to,he< CON
i Editor

Pro: Campus and Urban

Evangelism
Any thoughtful Nazarene is cogni
zant of our denomination’s marginal
influence on two prime areas of fer
ment in our country, the college
campus and the urban ghetto. Fail
ure to take vigorous and radical
steps in evangelizing these groups
cannot be tolerated in 1968.
This writer prayerfully urges his
church to establish under the Depart
ment of Evangelism programs for
urban and campus witnessing. The
press of the situation and the prob
able soon return of Christ make it
imperative that more than a token
effort be made. This will demand
large sums of dedicated money and
sanctified manpower utilized in im
aginative ways.
We can no longer be content with
methods and appeals which are pri
marily rural and folksy . . .
Ronald Orr, M.D.
Oklahoma

of the five songs mentioned, so “mod
ernistic” cannot refer to age. Nor can
it refer to doctrine, as “modernistic”
is usually applied to doctrine that
emphasizes Christ’s good example
and fine ethical teachings while ig
noring or denying His deity and His
atoning death . . .
“His blood atoned for all our race,”
in the context of Wesleyan teaching,
is in contrast to the Calvinistic doc
trine of a limited atonement for only
the elect. The Wesleys did not teach,
nor does this hymn teach, that all
men are saved regardless of whether
they accept or reject Christ. This
hymn does teach that an individual’s
salvation is based on Christ’s death
for him rather than on his feeling
saved. “His Spirit answers to the
Blood,” not to my fluctuating emo
tions.
Janet Nielsen

I too was raised on the evangelistic
field, and have been associated with
services where the altar was lined
during the inspired singing of Wes
ley’s “Arise, My Soul, Arise.”
Harrell C. Lucky
Oklahoma
. . . Some of the newer songs are
good, but I do object to “religious
jazz” in a church and with a swing
to the music played.
Mrs. Lee Mitchell

Indiana

... We shouldn’t deprive ourselves
of the spiritual blessing and under
standing which these hymns could
bring simply because we might have
negative feelings toward the other
churches who use them . . .
Roland A. Millard
Illinois

Manitoba, Canada

. . . As to the more serious charge,
that these hymns are lacking in real
meaning or message, it would seem
likely that the author of the letter
must never have read, or never have
tried to understand, the message of
either of them . . .
May the Lord deliver us from the
type of superficial piety that could
charge such a hymn with being cold
and modernistic.
Pro: Hymns of the Month
Lynn S. Nicholson
California
I was dismayed at Linda Pierce’s
characterization of Charles Wesley’s
. . . By disallowing the great rep
hymn “Arise, My Soul, Arise” as
“modernistic” and “impersonal” (Feb. ertory of devotional materials, such
14, Herald). First, the hymn reminds as Charles Wesley’s glowing testi
the Christian who sings it that mony, “Arise, My Soul, Arise,” and
Christ’s atoning death is for him per the joyous hymn of praise, “When
sonally—note the use of the words Morning Gilds the Skies” (which in
“my,” “me,” and “I” throughout the cidentally, the “old saints” have been
enthusiastically singing for over 150
song:
years), Miss Pierce would take from
“The bleeding Sacrifice in my be
us hymns which have sustained and
half appears.
inspired God’s people for hundreds of
Before the throne my surety
generations . . .
stands . . .
My name is written on His hands.

Con: Letter on Hymn

Selections
. . . Hymns, I suppose, are like
friends—they grow dear as time pass
es, but we must make new ones. Just
as we receive blessing from moving
out of our circle of old, familiar
friends, making the effort to knock
on doors and develop new contacts,
who also turn into dear friends—so
we receive blessings from different
songs of praise.
Mrs. Max Dunlap

Ohio
. . . There is no need to set the two
types in opposition to each other.
There should be room enough in our
musical repertoire to include every
song which ascribes the honor and
glory to God, and which expresses
the confidence and joy which sancti
fied people have found in the glori
ous way of holiness.
Edward

Bass

California

“He ever lives above for me to in
tercede. . . .

“His Spirit answers to the Blood,
And tells me I am born of God.
“My God is reconciled; His pard’ing voice I hear.
He owns me for His child; I can
no longer fear.
With confidence I now draw
nigh . . .
And, ‘Father, Abba, Father,’ cry.”
Second, what could be more per
sonal than “My name is written on
His hands” (from Isaiah 49:16) or
“Father, Abba, Father”? . . .
The word “modernistic” is also puz
zling as a description of this hymn.
If I’m not mistaken, this is the oldest

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED Monte Vista Church in Phoenix, Ariz., postered by
Rev- J’
Burcham- During the last assembly year the church increased its
membership from 56 to 160. Seventy-five of the new members were received
by,.p..e ssion
faith. The ,otal Property, including the parsonage facing an
adjoining street, is valued at $236,000.
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Though Winds
May Blow , . .

God's Smile of Approval
of Jesus a voice from heaven was heard saying,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
“My beloved Son” is a title which God himself gave to Christ.
It expresses nearness of relationship and shows the love of God
for His beloved Son. It is an expression of proximity, equality,
and dignity.
Sinless Life
Christ lived a sinless life. His motives were pure. His heart
was spotless, His soul holy, His hands always clean, His mind
wholesome.
Is it possible that Christians can live so close to God, live
such Spirit-filled lives, that they can have the smile of God’s
approval upon their lives?
We might make mistakes and cause terrible blunders, but our
hearts can still be filled with God’s perfect love.
Pure and Holy
We might lack understanding and wisdom but our souls can
be pure and holy.
We might be backward and full of faults, but our motives and
desires can be sanctified in His sight.
A three-year-old boy was playing in his backyard. He
noticed his mother’s beautiful, white, linen tablecloth flapping
in the wind on the clothesline.
It was hanging by one clothespin and part of the tablecloth
was almost touching the ground.
The little boy went over to the tablecloth, gave it a yank, and
down it came. He grabbed one end and hauled it over the muddy
ground to the back door.
His mother came rushing to the door and cried: “What’s
this?”
With an innocent look the little boy said: “Mommy, I brought
this to you, so it won’t get dirty.”
Smile on Her Face
A great big smile came across the mother’s face as she noticed
the dirty spots on her white tablecloth.
Your Christian testimony might not be pleasing before men,
but if God is well-pleased with your life it means all the difference
in the world.
The Bible doesn’t say that the life of the Son of God was
always pleasing to people. But it does say that “a voice from
heaven” said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Misunderstanding
People may misunderstand you, perhaps find fault and give
you a lot of trouble, but as long as God is satisfied with your
conduct, this is the most important fact.
We cannot please all the people but we can please our Heaven
ly Father. And we can please God by having hearts of perfect
love, souls filled with His presence, and lives dedicated to His
cause.
□
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Keep looking up!
His star is there
In spite of all
Your grief and care.
No disappointment
Can erase
The glory of
His precious face!
Though stormy winds
May beat and blow,
They'll not put out
That inward glow
A Christian has,
That faith divine
That smiles through tears
And says, "He's mine."

—Alice Hansche Mortenson

NEWS OF REVIVAL

“The encouraging note in this re
vival,” said Peoria (Ill.) Forrest Hill
Church pastor, Rev. Harry Greuel,
“was the outreach into the communi
ty and the good number of first-time
seekers at the altar.” Rev. and Mrs.
Paul Mayfield were evangelists.
□,
At least 15 persons bowed for spirit
ual help recently during a four-night
revival at the Mundelein, Ill., church,
according to Secretary Evelyn Falk.
Evangelist was Rev. James McGraw,
a professor at Nazarene Theological
Seminary. Rev. R. T. Jarrell is pas
tor.
In addition to teaching sociology at
Trevecca Nazarene College, Evange
list Asa Sparks indicated recently that I
| he held nine revivals last year in
i which 172 persons sought spiritual
1 help at church altars.
MOVING MINISTERS
Bernard W. Culbertson from Deer Park,
Wash., to Seattle Ballard.
Guy W. Hall, Jr., from Visalia, Calif,
to Tulare (Calif.) Wayside.
W. E. Swanson from Omaha Fay Boule
vard to Loveland, Colo.
Curtis F. Cook from Aroma Park, III,
to St. Augustine, Fla.
Charles J. Muxworthy from Calgary
(Alberta, Canada) First to Ventura, Calif.
Clem Keys from Cenchrea, La., returned
to his former church in Clarinda, la.
Lowell Arndt from Olivia, Minn., to Al
berta, Minn.
Herbert Merritt from Wichita (Kans.)

West Side to Huntington (Ind.) First.
Marvin McDaniel from Erick, Okla., to
Bartlesville (Okla.) East.
G. D. Aylett from Anacortes, Wash., to
Yakima (Wash.) Trinity.
Murrell L. Duffie from Gary (Ind.)
Aetna to Mishawaka (Ind.) First.
Dale Hilkert from Avon-Grove, Pa., to
Port Elizabeth, N.J.
Geoffrey Bray from Brandon, Mani
toba, to Claresholm, Alberta, Canada.
Ivy liohannon from Ropesville, Tex., to
Lemoore. Calif.
Drell Goff from Ashland, Ohio, to Avon
Lake, Ohio.

VITAL STATISTICS
DEATHS

C. WINFIELD CASWELL, 63, died Jan. 28 in
East Rockaway, N.Y.
Funeral services were con
ducted by R. J. Cerrato.
He is survived by his
wife, Ruth; two sons, Rev. Quentin and Gerald; one
daughter, Mrs. Shirley Hammer; and eight grand
children.

REV. H. A. LINTZ, 83, died Feb.
Ore. Funeral services were conducted
McGraw and Rev. I. F. Younger. He
a sister; one son, Robert; and one
Eunice Bullock.

9 at Newberg,
by Dr. W. D.
is survived by
daughter, Mrs.

MRS. MYRTLE M. MITCHELL, 83, died Jan. 27
at Herrin, 111. Funeral services were conducted by
Rev. Garnett Mitchell. Surviving are four daughters:
Mrs. Mary Sutton, Mrs. Lois Trovillion, Mrs. Beu
lah Barrick, and Mrs. Beth Conner.
MRS. LOUISA READER, 85, died Jan. 22 at
Decatur, 111.
Funeral services were conducted by
Rev. 0. G. Green. She is survived by two daughters,
Edna Gildersleeve and Ruth Boxed; two sons, Ralph
and Rev. George H. D.; six grandsons; five great
grandchildren; and one sister.
OTIS D. TABORS, 64, died Dec. 23 in St. Louis.
Funeral services were conducted by Rev. B. L.
Worley. He is survived by his wife, Ruby; one son,
Donald; one daughter, Wilma; and four grand
daughters.

BORN
—to Charles and Margaret (Goodnow) Howard of
Manzini, Swaziland, a son,
Charles Albert IV,
Dec. 24.
—to Gene and Donna (Henderson) Archer of Colo
rado Springs, a son, Christopher Gene, Feb. 3.
—to Rev. Richard and Brenda (Schoger) Washing:on of Elk Grove, Calif., a daughter, Melisa Lynn,
Dec. 15.
—to Myrland and Jane Snow, Kansas City, a son,
Curtis Ray, Feb. 9.
—to George and Sherrill (Huggins)
Beail of
Wada Walla, Wash., a daughter, Linda Mishawn,
Jan. 11.
ADOPTED
—by Rev. and Mrs. Jim Paul Stewart of Catletts
burg, Ky., a boy, Steven Anthony, born Sept. 16.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RECOMMENDATIONS
1 gladly recommend for evangelism Jack Hamilton,
who will have completed by late summer two years
of post B.A. and Th.B. work, including the M.A.
degree, and who had prior to that conducted over
5C0 revivals, plus many camps and tours. Jack and
Wilma will travel as a team, handling the music
and preaching. Their address is: 532 West Chero
kee, Springfield, Mo. 65804.—Dean Baldwin, Dis
trict Superintendent.

EVANGELISTS' OPEN DATES
T. E. Holcomb, 9226 Monterrey, Houston, Tex.
77028, has two open dates: May 27—June 2 and
June 2-9.
C. E. Keys is retiring and entering part-time
evangelsim. His address is: 2015 Third Court East,
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 35401.
Rev. and Mrs. Carl Kruse, 4503 North Redmond,
Bethany, Okla. 73008, have an open date: May 8-19.
SPECIAL PRAYER IS REQUESTED
—by a lady in Colorado for her health.
—by a lady in California for herself and family
that God will have His way in their lives.
—by a lady in Illinois for the conversion of her
brothers and sisters, and a niece who was in a car
accident.

DIRECTORY
.

BOARD OF GENERAL
SUPERINTENDENTS—
Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131.
HARDY C. POWERS, Chairman; V. H. LEWIS, Vicechairman; GEORGE COULTER, Secretary; HUGH C.
BENNER; G. B. WILLIAMSON; SAMUEL YOUNG

NEWS OF RELIGION

You Should Know About . . .
EVANGELIST Billy Graham, deciding that the role of educator
would “be a great diversion from my preaching and worldwide cru
sade,” announced in Vero Beach, Fla., recently that he was dropping
plans to build any type of educational institution at this time.
Dr. Graham said he made his decision after “much praying and
thought.”
“I have given serious consideration over the past five years to
building a Christian university. Twenty-two cities over the nation
have offered property and finances for the school,” Dr. Graham said.
Dr. Graham, who discussed an interdenominational world university
for more than a year, visited Palm Beach County last September to
view a 1,000-acre site for the university in Palm Beach Gardens of
fered by John D. MacArthur, millionaire developer.
□
ONE DAY after he entered University Hospital in Philadelphia,
Dr. Daniel Alfred Poling died February 7, at the age of 83.
Ailing for some time, Dr. Poling nevertheless was serving at the
time of his death as chairman and editorial consultant of Christian
Herald magazine and president of Christian Herald Charities.
Dr. Poling was also editor in chief of the Christian Endeavor World,
and a member of the international society’s executive committee and
board of trustees.
Minister of religion, editor, novelist, radio speaker, leader in civic
movements, counselor of philanthropists, and friend of youth—Daniel
Poling for more than half a century was an outstanding church leader
and a dynamic figure in American life. He logged over 2 million air
miles in worldwide travel and served several presidents of the United
States on commissions and special assignments.
Dr. Poling is survived by seven children and many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.
□
THE NATIONAL Association of Free Will Baptists has severed
relations with the American Bible Society over a question of conscience
because of the society’s involvement in “unequal fellowship.”
At an annual meeting denominational leaders made public two
basic reasons for the break. Excerpts of a letter from the moderator,
Robert Picirilli, and Executive Secretary Rufus Coffey stated that the
Baptists heretofore “justified our relationship on the basis of the idea
that the American Bible Society was not a religious fellowship, but
simply a neutral service organization through which any who wished
could work together in the printing and distributing of the Bible.
Now,” the letter went on, “it has become increasingly evident that the
involvements of the ABS are so much broader than before. There is an
ever-growing emphasis on interfaith activities, an emphasis that causes
special problems in respect to the Roman involvement and her apoc
rypha. . .
A second reason stated involved the “expanding emphasis on trans
lation work,” an important one which “especially calls for care in
regard to the view of inspiration held by translation consultants.”
The leaders saw a “lack of agreement on such a vital point” as
raising serious problems in any working together.
□
DAVID R. Wilkerson, an Assemblies of God minister whose New
York parish is filled with drug addicts, says he considers marijuana
the “most dangerous drug today” and hit hard against legislation to
legalize it.
Writing in the Pentecostal Evangel, Wilkerson contends that many
of the so-called proponents of the drug’s legalization are actually doing
so to rationalize their own behavior.
In a by-lined article “Should Marijuana Be Legalized?” Mr. Wilker
son, executive director of Teen Challenge with offices in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
also asserts:
“Expecting an impartial opinion from marijuana users is like ex
pecting a convention of alcoholics to make an unbiased study of bour
bon.
“I have found that some of the ‘impartial experts’ in favor of this
admit smoking and enjoying it,” Wilkerson writes.
□
MARCH 13, 1968
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OF PEOPLE AND PLACES

THE OLIVET Nazarene College
campus was the site recently of one
of 20 National Holiness Association
rallies which commemorate the one
hundredth birthday of the NHA.
Speakers were Rev. Burnis Bushong,
a regional representative; and Dr.
Kenneth E. Geiger, third vice-presi
dent of N.H.A. and superintendent of
the United Missionary church.
□
A 33-FOOT tower of the Greeley
(Colo.) church was recently featured
on the cover of a Dow Chemical
magazine, representing the strength
of a new bonding material used for
construction purposes. A full-color
picture of the church appeared in
side. The mortar additive, called
Sarabond, made the building of the
Greeley tower possible without the
use of costlier steel.
□
STEVE REED, a graduate and for
mer student body president at Pasa
dena College, and currently attending
University of Southern California,
has been graduated with distinction
from University of London with a
postgraduate diploma in law.
Following his studies at Pasadena,
Reed was selected as one of six re
cipients of a Rotary Foundation Fel
lowship, and spent an academic year
in London.
□
DR. CARL F. H. Henry, editor of
Christianity Today, gave a two-day
lecture series at Bethany Nazarene
College in which he spoke six times.
His address to the student body was
entitled, “Jesus and an Intellectual.”
□
A NOTE on the editorial page of
the Peoria (Ill.) Journal Star, signed

by Rev. Harry Greuel, pastor of the
Forrest Hill Church there, invited the
thief who stole $200 worth of ham
radio gear back to the church for a
lesson in how to use it. In his haste
to make off with the equipment, the
thief forgot the instruction manual.
In addition to the “how-to” lesson,
Pastor Greuel offered the thief an
other on “Thou shalt not.”
□

AMONG 125 students from 20 col
leges attending a Washington, D.C.,
seminar on Federal Service, Nazarene
students took the top three positions
in a quiz which inquired about the
workings of government. The student
scoring highest was Kenneth Guest,
Olivet Nazarene College, followed by
Roger Hansen, also from Olivet, and
Harold Smith, from Trevecca Naza
rene College.
□
LYLE V. Frye, McLouth, Kans.,
received the 1967 Citizen-Soldier
Outstanding Achievement award Feb
ruary 10 from Kansas Gov. George
Docking at half-time during the
Wichita State-Louisville basketball
game in Wichita, Kans. Frye, a letter
carrier and a first sergeant in the
U.S. Army Reserves, is a member of
Lawrence (Kans.) First Church. □

DR. AND MRS. Willis Snowbarger,
Overland Park, Kans., recently cele
brated their twenty-fifth wedding an
niversary. Dr. Snowbarger, former
academic dean at Olivet Nazarene
College, is secretary of the general
church Department of Education in
Kansas City.
□
REV. AND MRS. E. E. Wordsworth,
Kirkland, Wash., were honored re
cently on the occasion of his complet-

THE LORD NEEDS
YOURS, TOO
The dollars are
for Him who became

poor that ALL

AT TEMPLE CITY

might be rich

in His grace
TWO MILLION DOLLARS
for THREE BILLION SOULS
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ing 60 years in the Nazarene min
istry. Following his sermon as guest ,
minister at the Kirkland church, the
congregation honored him with a
dinner. He continues to serve as visi
tation minister at the church where
Rev. Herbert Steele is pastor.
GENERAL church headquarters
personnel recently became part of a I
special missionary project. In a regu- I
lar bimonthly chapel service, Miss I
Rose Hand loser, missionary to the
Republic of South Africa, reviewed I
her work in creating and translat- '
ing audiovisual aids into national
languages. She is collecting funds to
buy a specially equipped pickup truck ;
which will transport her equipment
and serve as a mobile theater. Head
quarters personnel contributed $100 !
toward the project.
THE SCHOOL of nursing at Olivet ;
Nazarene College, which opened in
January with 62 students, has been [
granted “reasonable assurance of ac- i
creditation” by the National League I
for Nursing, according to Dr. Harold f
W. Reed, Olivet president. The cur- .
riculum will lead to a bachelor of '
science in nursing.
REV. WENDELL Williams, 33, pas
tor at Glasgow (Ky.) Trinity Church, ;
and a graduate of Nazarene Theologi' cal Seminary, recently became an as- ;
distant to Dr. Dean Wessels in the I
Department of Ministerial Benevo- i
lence. Mr. Williams’ pastoral ministry
prior to going to Glasgow was in
North Carolina.
THE PROTESTANT Church-owned
Publishers’ Committee which recoin-:
mends curriculum material to be 1
used by armed forces military instal
lations has again selected Nazarene
materials which are published for
two- and three-year-old children.
The materials to be used will be those
printed between October, 1969, and
October, 1970.
TWO STUDENT debaters at Beth-?
any Nazarene College, Allen Han-.
naford and Ken Armstrong, have
qualified for the National Touma- (
ment of Champions to be held on the
campus of Michigan State University,:
April 4-6. Hannaford is from South
Portland, Me., and Armstrong is from,
Detroit.

On February 20, Mrs. Chapman and i
her sister, Mrs. Josephine Miles, re
turned to California by air. Mrs.
Chapman stood the trip well. She is
in her own home at Casa Robles.;
Mail should be sent to her at 6355
North Oak Avenue, Temple City,,
Calif. 91780.
Progress in regaining the use of her >
body muscles continues. Continued
prayer for her is requested.

Next Sunday's
Lesson

The Answer Corner

By Albert J. Lown
THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT

(March 1 7)

Scripture: John 14 (Printed: John 14:
15-26)
Golden Text: John 14:16
Introduction

An untroubled heart would seem
impossible to men facing an impend
ing separation (v. 28) and feeling as
“orphans” (v. 18). Consider Peter’s
position (13:36). Yet Jesus asked
I mystified disciples for a deeper faith
than childhood, national, or present
belief—trust in himself as God and
the recompense of His going away.
> The questions of Thomas, Philip,
and Judas (vv. 5, 8, 22) are those we
1 ask in similar testings. Is life a way
' leading to fuller life with Jesus? Does
? God really care and overrule, as Jesus
did? Will He show himself to His
own in the world? The answers of
Jesus are clear and sufficient, but it
is the Spirit’s office to make them
experience an assurance. The Com
forter, the Holy Spirit, is
The Christlike Spirit. As Jesus is
like God, the Spirit is like Jesus. The
doctrine of a holy Trinity-—one in
nature, united in redeeming purpose,
and diverse in office—is clearly im
plied by Jesus and accepted in the
New Testament. Our Manual (pages
’ 25-26) teaches this truth. It is stated
in Christian creeds, revealed in Gen' esis 1:26, and pictured in Revelation
22:1. Being the other self of Jesus,
“the Spirit of Christ,” He isThe Comforting Spirit—the Advo
cate and Counsellor who comforts
with truth, teaches God’s will and
Word, and makes victorious service
possible—guiding through memory
and judgment (vv. 12, 26). His com
fort is bracing, illuminating, and un
failing, because He is
The Constant Spirit. Revealed in
the person of Jesus with them, He
would be in them, abiding—as if ev
ery disciple had the Father and Son
to himself (vv. 17, 20, 23), as each
and , individual radio receiver shares a
broadcast. The limited, human Jesus
re\Irs. would be unlimited by the Spirit’s
outpouring.
»
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Conclusion

Practical and particular manifesta
tions of the Spirit in the Old Testa
ment to selected men and groups for
her special tasks are perfected in Pente
wed cost. Faith, love, and obedience pre
□ cede His indwelling.

Conducted by w. T purkiser> Edi(or

Is a contest in Sunday school for a prize not really a lottery or gambling?
Please tell me the truth as you understand it. I contend it is just a gamble
and should be outlawed.
I will tell you the truth as I under
stand it, but I'm afraid you aren’t going
to like it.
Recognizing that words may have dif
ferent meanings to different people, I
would have to say that in any careful
use of terms a contest is not in any
sense a lottery or gambling.
A lottery, or any form of gambling,
depends on chance, as for example in
selecting one number at random from
a box, spinning a wheel, throwing dice,
or drawing cards out of a shuffled deck.
A contest, properly understood, in
volves varying degrees of effort or skill
or both, in which one person comes
out ahead of others. The probability of
coming out first depends on just plain
hard work, and not on "hick” or chance.
A lottery or gambling appeals to man’s

desire to "get something for nothing."
There is in no sense any investment of
time, effort, or money commensurate to
the gain that is expected.
I know it is possible to get an argu
ment at the drop of a hat on the pro
priety of offering prizes for getting
people to come to Sunday school or
attend church. We are always in danger
of getting our motivations confused, and
doing right things for wrong reasons.
Because of this, I would think we
should make our contest awards more
a symbolic than a real value. We aren’t
trying to hire people to do what they
ought to do for the love of God and
souls. We are just recognizing effort
beyond what many people would regard
as the call of duty.

Were the promises in John 14:13-14 just for the apostles or for us? What
did Jesus mean by “in my name”? What does “praying through” signify?
The promises in John 14:13-14 are
truly staggering, but I believe they are
for us as well as for the apostles to whom
they were first spoken: “And whatsoever
ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,
that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my
name, I will do it.”
To ask in Jesus’ name is to ask by
His authority and in harmony with His
nature and purposes. This, of course,
excludes any unworthy petitions. It
implies acquaintance with Him in per

sonal Christian experience, and knowl
edge of His purposes as revealed in His
Word.
The prayers that are answered in
keeping with these promises are those
that glorify the Father in the Son, not
necessarily those that gratify our im
mediate personal desires.
“Praying through” means coming to
the settled conviction that what has
been asked has been granted. Although
the answer has not yet been seen, it has
been given ami will come.

Frequently in our Sunday school class Romans 11:26 has been quoted,
“And so all Israel shall be saved ...” I would like your interpretation
of it What is meant by “all Israel”?
I would point out two facts. First,
the Greek word translated “so” does
not mean "therefore,” as it implies in
English. It means “thus,” or “in this
way,” “under such circumstances.’”
That is, all Israel will be saved exact
ly as all Gentiles are saved—personal re
pentance and faith in Christ, being
“. . . grafted into their own olive tree”
(v. 24). No one will be saved because
of his race or lineage. "The Israel of
God” includes all those, Jew or Gentile,
who receive Christ Jesus as their Savior
and Lord (Romans 2:28-29; Galatians
3:7. 28-29; 6:15-16).
Second, the “all” must be understood
in the same sense as the second “all” in
Romans 11:32, “For God hath concluded
them all in unbelief, that he might have

mercy upon all.”
Again, our English language trips us
up. “All” is used in two different ways.
It may be used in the sense of “every”
or it may be used in the sense of “any.”
Paul is not saying that God will have
mercy upon all without'exception. That
would be universalism, and is abundant
ly contradicted elsewhere in his writings
(e.g., Romans 1:18-19; 2:8-9; II Thessa
lonians 1:8-9; 2:10-12). Paul is saying
that God will have mercy upon all with

out distinction.
It all boils down to the fact that the
way of salvation is open to all. Jew and
Gentile alike, without disinction. No
one is excluded or shut out except by
his own disobedience and unbelief.
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Share the Joy ol Easier
"ONLY
PETER"
EASTER
TRACT

Remember your friends with a special greeting

JOYOUS EASTER
Christmas need not be the only time of the year to send cards.
Surprise your friends, encourage the sick, cheer the shut-in with
one of these beautiful cards at EASTER TIME!
Natural photographs of lily arrangements are tastefully designed
with a cross, candles, or the Bible and printed in full color on
a lightly embossed paper. Sentiments and scripture give a heart
warming expression of the glorious season.

A colorful, 4-page folder
with a message appropriate
for the Easter season. Ideal
for mailing enclosures, the
tract rack, bulletin inserts,
or visitation program. 3%
x 53/4”.
T-1120
25 for 25c
1,000 for $5.00

JOYOUS EASTER is an assortment of fourteen 4 x 6%”, finequality cards (2 each of 7 designs) with matching envelopes, which
you’ll enjoy sending, your acquaintances will appreciate receiving.
Priced individually, this assortment would cost at least $2,10,
G-7368
ONLY $1.00

Providing an impressive background for your
Sunday school and church choir programs.
PX-206A
PX-205A

Wall size, 9% x 3% feet
Billboard size, 1914 x 7 feet*

$7.95
$14.95

♦Comes in three panels—center, 9’ 9”; ends, 4’ lOli”.
Designed so panels may be used either together or sepa
rately.

EASTER MURAL
This triumphant scene from the Easter story is
permanently lithographed in radiant, non-fade
colors on tough paper, suitable for repeated use.
Metal-reinforced eyelets and weatherproof glue
provide quick, easy hanging.

Other scenes available
PX-207A JESUS AND THE CHILDREN
4% x 3 ¥2 feet
PX-208A JESUS AND THE CHILDREN
93/4 x 3 ¥2 feet
PX-210A THE LAST SUPPER
93/4 x 3 ¥2 feet

$3.95
$7.95
$7.95

For a wide selection of SERVICES, DRAMAS, and CANTATAS, see special Musicatalog for Easter, 1968,
sent to all Sunday school ordering secretaries and local pastors, or write for a FREE personal copy.
Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

Plan NOW... EAST ER - April 14 - Will Soon Be Here!

ORDER TODAY! k

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527, KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI 64141
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